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bear some burden, and I know that even the
President is not perfect. But remember this:
When it came to change, we were on the
side of the future.

When we offered a plan to cut the deficit
and provide college loans to the middle class,
they all voted against it. When campaign fi-
nance reform and lobbying reform came up
to change the way the political system
worked, most of our party voted for it. Most
of them voted against it. On the crime bill,
which had always been a bipartisan effort,
where over 90 percent of both parties’ rep-
resentatives voted for it last year when there
were no politics, most of our folks were still
for it, just where they were last year. But
they changed and voted against it for politics.

So you have a choice. We are fighting for
a 21st century in which America goes for-
ward, competes, wins, every American lives
up to the fullest of his God-given potential.
We refuse, even though it's tempting, |
guess, from time to time, to take the easy
way out and give you a trillion dollars’ worth
of unfunded promises. That is their contract.

We have a covenant for the future. They
put out a contract on the future. I think the
choice is clear. |1 want to ask you to help en-
sure America, through all the frustration and
anger, does not inadvertently vote for what
you're against and against what you're for.

Look to the future. Think of your children.
Stand up for tomorrow. And remember, it's
not so different building a country than it
is building a car. You have to think about
the tasks, you have to face the hard jobs as
well as the easy ones, you've got to work to-
gether, and you've got to always be thinking
about tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE. The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the
assembly plant. In his remarks, he referred to Alex
Trotman, chief executive officer, Ford Motor Co.;
Owen Bieber, president, United Auto Workers;
Mayor Dennis W. Archer of Detroit, MI; and
Edward McNamara, county executive, Wayne
County.
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Iraq

Q. Mr. President, are you encouraged by
developments in the Gulf?

The President. Well, I'm hopeful. It's a
little early yet to reach a final conclusion.
We're watching it very closely.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Auto Industry

Q. Mr. President, why do you meet with
the auto industry as often as you do?

The President. Why do 1?

Q. Yes.

The President. Because it’s an important
part of our economy, an important part of
our strategy for economic revival, and be-
cause we've had a good partnership in work-
ing on a lot of issues.

I'm very encouraged and Americans
should be, not just the people of Michigan
but the people of the United States, that the
auto industry is back, clearly, leading the
world now in sales of cars at the cutting edge
and rebuilding our manufacturing base here
at home. That's a big part of the objective
of my administration. So I'm encouraged by
it. I want to keep working with them.

Q. How did you feel about your reception?

The President. It was great.

NoTe: The exchange began at 2:06 p.m. at the
Westin Renaissance Hotel. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Thank you very much, General Reno, for
your remarks and your tireless work on this
and for really a brilliant effort on the part
of the Justice Department employees to



